SECTION II.

WEST.

THE famous singer Carlo Broschi (who probably took
the name Farinelli from his uncle the composer) was in
England during the years 1734, 5 and 6. What Ashton
means infra is, I think, that Gray has left London, where
Farinelli is singing, and that Walpole has gone thither.

1.    * ASHTON TO WEST,

Janr '29. (1735 or 6)l.

...Gray is happily escapd from the Sirens' song tho'
Farinelli2 joined in the concert. "Walpole has now
left us with a full resolution to taste of every fruit in
that Paradise, except the forbidden tree. I hope
you will see him often while he stays in Town..,

I fancy I have told you that a wild young Poet of
Trinity College has taken a mad flight out of a
garret Window3: but finding no Castle in the air to
rest at, his wings failed him and so he dropt. His

"j It must be 1736 if we can be certain that Walpole was
not in Cambridge before March 11, 1735. Of. p. 72 infra, n. 1.

2 For Farinelli in England see Grove's Diet, of Music and
Musicians, and the 4th Plate of Hogarth's * Marriage & la mode.'

8 No record of this exploit exists at Trinity, as Dr Aldis
"Wright, the Yice-Master, has kindly ascertained for me.mself.   The second difficulty
